Introduced by Council Members Johnson, Bishop, Clark, Corrigan, Davis, Fussell, Gaffney, Graham, Holt, Hyde, Jaybour, Jones, M., Jones, W., Joost, Lee, Redman, Shad, Webb and Yarborough: 

RESOLUTION 2007-821
A RESOLUTION
EXPRESSING THE CITY’S SORROW OVER THE PASSING OF CIVIC ACTIVIST JACKIE BROWN; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
on Sunday, July 15, 2007, the City of Jacksonville lost a dedicated, passionate civic activist in the person of Jackie Brown; and

WHEREAS,
a native of Jacksonville, the first daughter and third oldest of nine children, the circumstances of Jackie Brown’s early years inspired her to aspire and work for a better life; and 
WHEREAS,
Jackie Brown earned an associate’s degree from Florida Community College at Jacksonville, pursued further studies at the University of North Florida  and subsequently became a licensed general contractor; and
WHEREAS,
Jackie’s first business experience  involved work in  her father’s concrete contracting business where she first encountered the stark disparity in opportunities for minority contractors in the City of Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS,
inveighing against what she determined was racial discrimination in the allocation of City funds and opportunities for minority contractors, Jackie Brown embarked on an unrelenting campaign to put and keep the lack of minority contractors’ opportunities 
in the forefront of public affairs; and

WHEREAS,
with a passion for social and economic justice, Jackie became very vocal and politically active, trying to get laws  enacted that would enhance opportunities for minority contractors; and
WHEREAS,
Jackie Brown’s quest for social and economic justice culminated in her entering the campaign for Mayor of the City of Jacksonville in 2007, carrying her campaign to all corners of the City; and

WHEREAS,
while Jackie Brown’s race for the Office of Mayor was unsuccessful, her voice was clearly heard challenging the Mayor to do more to better the lives of the City’s have-nots and we mourn her untimely passing and recognize the courage and perseverance of a hard working, conscientious  citizen of Jacksonville who sought to better the lives of her fellow citizens;  now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City mourns the passing of civic activist Jackie Brown and extends our deepest sympathy to her family.

Section 2.

Requesting Emergency Passage, Pursuant to Council Rules 4.901 Emergency.  The sponsors are requesting emergency passage of this legislation so as to recognize the passing of Ms. Brown in a timely fashion. 
Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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